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1. Why was Charlemagne willing to maintain diplomatic relations with the Abbasid Empire?
2. What is the “medieval period” in European history?
3. How was the Byzantine Empire different from Western Europe?

4. Why did Constantine build his new capital city on the site of Byzantium?

5. Briefly describe Constantine’s interaction with the Christian church.
6. Briefly describe Justinian and Theodora’s “obscure origins”.

7. What is the Hagia Sophia?

8. What is the significance of Justinian’s Code?

9. What areas were conquered and held by the Byzantine Empire in Justinian’s lifetime?

10. What areas of the Byzantine Empire were conquered by the expanding Muslim Empire?

11. What is Greek Fire? 

12. Briefly describe the Byzantine system of administration put in place in the 8th Century.

13. Who was Charles Martel? What was the significance of his victory at the Battle of Tours?

14. How was Charlemagne able to forge a new (temporary) empire? (Like Harsha in India)

15. Who were the missi dominici?

16. Why was Charlemagne’s title of Holy Roman Emperor disliked by the Byzantines?

17. How did Charlemagne’s successors manage to weaken and divide his empire?

18. Which 3 groups also contributed to the weakening and division (and downfall) of the Carolingian Empire?

19. Briefly describe the activities of the Vikings.

20. What major cities (considered relatively safe) were they able to attack?

21. Why did small regional kingdoms develop in Western Europe at this time? (800-1000 CE)

